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The aim of this course is to introduce participants to the core principles of case selection and generalization strategies within both variance-based and case-based approaches. The course starts with the presentation of the core similarities and differences between the two approaches at the ontological level, focusing on the types of causal claims being made and the implications they have for case selection and generalization. The variance-based approach builds on counterfactual causal claims that are best assessed using experimental designs. In contrast, the case-based approach focuses on mechanistic causal claims that are best assessed by tracing their operation within individual cases. Therefore, variance-based approaches can be thought of as a form of ‘top-down’ approach because they provide evidence of mean causal effects of variables across many cases (i.e. within a population or sample thereof), whereas case-based approaches are ‘bottom-up’, taking individual cases as the analytical point of departure. 

After exploring the ontological foundations of the two approaches, the course then introduces the state-of-the-art as regards case selection and generalization within the two approaches. For case-based approaches, we discuss the combination of rigorous comparisons that bound populations into relatively homogeneous sets using Qualitative Comparative Analysis (QCA) and the strategic selection of positive typical and deviant cases within these sets for in-depth Process-tracing analysis. For variance-based approaches, we discuss different techniques relating to the selection of representative cases, extreme, influential and outliers, along with matching techniques. 

In the final session of the course, we discuss the prospects for multi-method research that bridges the two approaches, focusing on recent attempts to build multi-method approaches by Seawright (2016), and Humphrey and Jacobs (2015).

Tentative Schedule: 
Day 1 – The foundations of case-based and variance-based approaches
Day 2 – Debating differences
Day 3 – The logic of case-based strategies for case selection and generalization
Day 4 – The logic of variance-based strategies for case selection and generalization
Day 5 – Combining standards across approaches in multi/mixed-methods designs?
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